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from a second range, it is determined that an abnormality has
occurred in the power transmission unit.
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FIG. 2
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FIG. 4
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MOTOR CONTROLLER HAVING
ABNORMALITY DETECTION FUNCTION OF
POWER TRANSMISSION UNIT BETWEEN
MOTOR AND MAIN SHAFT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a motor controller having
an abnormality detection function of a power transmission
unit between a motor and a main shaft.

2. Description of Related Art

For a machine tool, detection of an abnormality such as a
slip which occurs at a power transmission unit such as a belt
which transmits a rotational power of a motor to a main shaft
has conventionally been performed.

For example, Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication
No. 2010-137310 describes a device for detecting abnormal-
ity of a belt by using a sensor detecting load information of a
motor and a state of a driving belt.

For example, Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication
No. S61-103750 describes an abnormality detecting method
in which the rotation speed of a main shaft and the rotation
speed of a motor are compared, and when the difference
between the rotation speed of a main shaft and the rotation
speed of a motor deviates from a speed difference for which a
speed reduction ratio prescribed between the motor and the
main shaft is taken into consideration, it is determined that an
abnormality has occurred in a power transmission unit
between the main shaft and the motor.

For example, Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication
No. 2003-94289 describes an abnormality detecting method
in which a slip ratio is calculated by monitoring the rotation
speed of a main shaft and the rotation speed of a motor to
detect a slip which deviates from predetermined conditions.

For example, Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication
No. 2005-246534 describes a method in which an instructed
number of revolutions of a controller and an actual number of
revolutions of a main shaft are compared, and when a state in
which the ratio exceeds an allowable value continues for an
allowable time, the state is judged to be abnormal to stop a
main shaft motor.

For example, there is an abnormality detecting method
comprising a means for detecting a one-rotation signal which
outputs a signal every time a main shaft rotates once, in which
the change amount of the rotation angle of a motor between
the time when the one-rotation signal is detected and the time
when the next one-rotation signal is detected is calculated,
and when the change amount of the motor rotation angle
between every one-rotation signals deviates from predeter-
mined conditions, it is determined that an abnormality has
occurred in a power transmission unit between the main shaft
and the motor.

In the method in which an abnormality of a power trans-
mission unit such as a belt or a gear between a main shaft and
a motor is detected by using a comparative result between the
rotation speed of the main shaft and the rotation speed of the
motor, for eliminating an influence of a momentary slip in the
power transmission unit, it is needed to apply a filter to the
speed difference between the rotation speed of the main shaft
and the rotation speed of the motor and to perform an abnor-
mality detection process by using data after applying the
filter. However, there is a problem that a detection delay due
to the time constant of the filter occurs and it takes time to
detect an abnormality particularly when the motor and main
shaft rotate at a high speed.
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On the other hand, in a method in which an abnormality of
a power transmission unit between a main shaft and a motor
is detected by using a change amount of the motor rotation
angle between every one-rotation signals of the main shaft, a
delay in detecting an abnormality when the motor and main
shaft rotate at a high speed is small since the above-mentioned
filter is not needed to be applied. However, there is a problem
that a delay in detecting an abnormality may occur when the
motor and main shaft rotate at a low speed since an abnor-
mality detection process is performed only when a one-rota-
tion signal is detected.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

In view of the above-mentioned problems, an object of the
present invention is to provide a motor controller having an
abnormality detection function capable of stably detecting an
abnormality of a power transmission unit between a motor
and a main shaft over the whole rotation speed area of the
motor and main shaft.

In order to attain the above object, a motor controller which
controls the rotation drive of a motor in which a rotational
power is transmitted to a main shaft via a power transmission
unit includes:

a motor rotation angle acquisition unit acquiring the rota-
tion angle of the motor;

a main shaft rotation angle acquisition unit acquiring the
rotation angle of the main shaf;

a one-rotation signal acquisition unit acquiring a one-rota-
tion signal output every time the main shaft rotates once;

amotor rotation speed calculation unit calculating the rota-
tion speed of the motor from the acquired rotation angle of the
motor;

a main shaft speed calculation unit calculating the rotation
speed ofthe main shaft from the acquired rotation angle of the
main shaft; and

anabnormality determination unit in which, when a change
amount of the rotation angle of the motor which is acquired
between the time when a one-rotation signal is acquired and
the time when the next one-rotation signal is acquired devi-
ates from a first range or when the difference between the
rotation speed of the motor and the rotation speed of the main
shaft deviates from a second range, it is determined that an
abnormality has occurred in the power transmission unit.

The motor controller includes:

a first temporary determination unit in which, when a
change amount of the rotation angle of the motor acquired
between the time when a one-rotation signal is acquired and
the time when the next one-rotation signal is acquired devi-
ates from the first range, it is temporarily determined that an
abnormality has occurred in the power transmission unit; and

a second temporary determination unit in which, when the
difference between the rotation speed of the motor and the
rotation speed of the main shaft deviates from the second
range, it is temporarily determined that an abnormality has
occurred in the power transmission unit,

wherein, in the abnormality determination unit, when at
least one of the first temporary determination unit and the
second temporary determination unit temporarily determines
that an abnormality has occurred in the power transmission
unit, it may be determined that an abnormality has occurred in
the power transmission unit.

In the motor controller, the second temporary determina-
tion unit includes a filter which removes a noise caused by a
slip in the power transmission unit between the motor and the
main shaft from the difference between the rotation speed of
the motor and the rotation speed of the main shaft, and tem-
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porarily determines that an abnormality has occurred in the
power transmission unit when the difference between the
rotation speed of the motor and the rotation speed of the main
shaft in which a noise is removed by the filter deviates from
the second range,

wherein, in the abnormality determination unit, when any
one of the first temporary determination unit and the second
temporary determination unit temporarily determines that an
abnormality has occurred in the power transmission unit, it
may be determined that an abnormality has occurred in the
power transmission unit.

In the motor controller, in the abnormality determination
unit, when both the first temporary determination unit and the
second temporary determination unit temporarily determine
that an abnormality has occurred in the power transmission
unit, it may be determined that an abnormality has occurred in
the power transmission unit.

In the motor controller, the first range and second range
may be each prescribed based on a speed reduction ratio
between the rotation speed of the motor and the rotation speed
of the main shaft and a desired allowable error.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will be more clearly understood by
referring to the following attached Drawings.

FIG. 1 is a principle block diagram of a motor controller.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating an operational flow of the
motor controller illustrated in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a principle block diagram of a motor controller
according to a first Example.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating an operational flow of the
motor controller according to the first Example illustrated in
FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a principle block diagram of a motor controller
according to a second Example.

FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating an operational flow of the
motor controller according to the second Example illustrated
in FIG. 5.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A motor controller having a detection function of an abnor-
mality of a power transmission unit between a motor and a
main shaft with reference to the Drawings. However, it should
be understood that the present invention is not limited to the
Drawings and Embodiments described below.

FIG. 1 is a principle block diagram of a motor controller.
Hereinafter, one indicated by a like reference sign represents
a component having a like function. Herein, an explanation
will be made regarding an example of a machine tool in which
a rotational power of a motor 2 is transmitted to a main shaft
3 via a power transmission unit 4, wherein the motor 2 is
rotationally driven by a motor controller 1. Example of the
power transmission unit 4 include a belt and a gear.

A driving power of the motor 2 which allows the main shaft
3 to rotate via the power transmission unit 4 is generated by an
inverter 10 for the main shaft. The inverter 10 for the main
shaft includes a main circuit unit 21 in which a bridge circuit
is assembled by a semiconductor switching element. The
inverter 10 for the main shaft converts a DC power input from
a rectifier (not illustrated) into a three-phase AC power with a
desired voltage and a desired frequency for rotationally driv-
ing the motor 2 by switching operation of a semiconductor
switching element in the main circuit unit 21 based on a drive
command generated by a numerical control unit (not illus-
trated) in the motor controller 1. The motor 2 operates based

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

on a provided three-phase AC power whose voltage is vari-
able and whose frequency is variable. A rotational power of
the motor 2 is transmitted to the main shaft 3 via the power
transmission unit 4, whereby the main shaft 3 is rotationally
driven. In general, the motor 2 is provided with a motor
rotation angle detector 31 such as a rotary encoder detecting
the rotation angle of a rotor (not illustrated). The main shaft 3
is provided with a main shaft rotation angle detector 32 such
as a rotary encoder detecting the rotation angle of the main
shaft. The main shaft rotation angle detector 32 detects the
rotation angle of the main shaft 3, and in addition, outputs a
one-rotation signal indicating that the main shaft 3 rotates
once every time the main shaft 3 rotates once. In the motor
controller 1, the rotation drive of the motor 2 is controlled by
using information of a motor rotation angle and main shaft
rotation angle from the motor rotation angle detector 31 and
the main shaft rotation angle detector 32, the one-rotation
signal, and the like.

In order to detect an abnormality in the power transmission
unit 4 between the motor 2 and the main shaft 3, the motor
controller 1 includes: a motor rotation angle acquisition unit
11; a main shaft rotation angle acquisition unit 12; a one-
rotation signal acquisition unit 13; a motor rotation speed
calculation unit 14; a main shaft speed calculation unit 15; a
first temporary determination unit 16; a second temporary
determination unit 17; and an abnormality determination unit
18.

The motor rotation angle acquisition unit 11 acquires infor-
mation of the rotation angle of the motor 2 output from the
motor rotation angle detector 31.

The main shaft rotation angle acquisition unit 12 acquires
information of the rotation angle of the main shaft 3 output
from the main shaft rotation angle detector 32.

The one-rotation signal acquisition unit 13 acquires the
one-rotation signal of the main shaft 3 output from the main
shaft rotation angle detector 32.

The motor rotation speed calculation unit 14 calculates the
rotation speed of the motor 2 from information of the rotation
angle of the motor 2 acquired from the motor rotation angle
acquisition unit 11. For example, the motor rotation speed
calculation unit 14 obtains the rotation speed of the motor 2
by differentiating the rotation angle of the motor 2.

The main shaft speed calculation unit 15 calculates the
rotation speed of the main shaft 3 from information of the
rotation angle of'the main shaft 3 acquired from the main shaft
rotation angle acquisition unit 12. For example, the main shaft
speed calculation unit 15 obtains the rotation speed of the
main shaft 3 by differentiating the rotation angle of the main
shaft 3.

The first temporary determination unit 16 calculates a
change amount of the rotation angle of the motor 2 acquired
by the one-rotation signal acquisition unit 13 between the
time when a one-rotation signal is acquired and the time when
the next one-rotation signal is acquired, and judges whether
the change amount deviates from the first range or not. The
first range is preset based on a speed reduction ratio pre-
scribed in the machine tool between the rotation speed of the
motor 2 and the rotation speed of the main shaft 3, an error
allowed in the process, or the like. When the calculated
change amount of the rotation angle of the motor 2 deviates
from the first range, the first temporary determination unit 16
temporarily determines that an abnormality has occurred in
the power transmission unit 4.

The second temporary determination unit 17 calculates a
difference between the rotation speed of the motor 2 and the
rotation speed of the main shaft 3, and judges whether the
difference deviates from the second range or not. The second
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range is preset based on a speed reduction ratio prescribed in
the machine tool between the rotation speed of the motor 2
and the rotation speed of the main shaft 3, an error allowed in
the process, or the like. When the calculated difference
between the rotation speed of the motor 2 and the rotation
speed of the main shaft 3 deviates from the second range, the
second temporary determination unit 17 temporarily deter-
mines that an abnormality has occurred in the power trans-
mission unit 4.

In the abnormality determination unit 18, when at least one
of the first temporary determination unit 16 and the second
temporary determination unit 17 temporarily determines that
an abnormality has occurred in the power transmission unit 4,
it is eventually determined that an abnormality has occurred
in the power transmission unit 4. In other words, in the abnor-
mality determination unit 18, when a change amount of the
rotation angle of the motor 2 acquired by the one-rotation
signal acquisition unit 13 between the time when a one-
rotation signal is acquired and the time when the next one-
rotation signal is acquired deviates from the first range or
when the difference between the rotation speed of the motor
2 and the rotation speed of the main shaft 3 deviates from the
second range, it is determined that an abnormality has
occurred in the power transmission unit 4. An operator may be
informed a determination result by the abnormality determi-
nation unit 18 by a notification means (not illustrated) such as
a display, a lamp, or a buzzer, or the determination result may
be stored in a storage means such as a hard disk or a memory.
Alternatively, the determination result may be used as data
when various abnormality avoiding operations of the
machine tool when an abnormality occurs are carried out.

The motor rotation speed calculation unit 14, main shaft
speed calculation unit 15, first temporary determination unit
16, second temporary determination unit 17, and abnormality
determination unit 18 may be, for example, constructed in the
form of a software program, or may be constructed in a
combination of various electronic circuits and software pro-
grams. For example, the motor rotation speed calculation unit
14, main shaft speed calculation unit 15, first temporary deter-
mination unit 16, second temporary determination unit 17 and
abnormality determination unit 18 are constructed in the form
of a software program, an arithmetic processing unit in the
motor controller 1 operates in accordance with the software
program to realize functions of the above-mentioned motor
rotation speed calculation unit 14, main shaft speed calcula-
tion unit 15, first temporary determination unit 16, second
temporary determination unit 17, and abnormality determi-
nation unit 18. Therefore, an existing motor controller to
which a motor rotation angle detection unit or a main shaft
rotation angle detection unit is connected can be applied to the
present invention by additionally installing a software pro-
gram for the above-mentioned motor rotation speed calcula-
tion unit 14, main shaft speed calculation unit 15, first tem-
porary  determination unit 16, second temporary
determination unit 17, and abnormality determination unit
18.

Alternatively, the above-mentioned motor rotation speed
calculation unit 14, main shaft speed calculation unit 15, first
temporary determination unit 16, second temporary determi-
nation unit 17, and abnormality determination unit 18 may be
accommodated in one housing to realize a single abnormality
detector. In such a case, an abnormality detector can be addi-
tionally attached to the existing motor controller to which a
motor rotation angle detection unit or main shaft rotation
angle detection unit.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating an operational flow of the
motor controller illustrated in FIG. 1.
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First, in step S101, the motor rotation angle acquisition unit
11 acquires information of the rotation angle of the motor 2
output from the motor rotation angle detector 31.

In step S102, the main shaft rotation angle acquisition unit
12 acquires information of the rotation angle of the main shaft
3 output from the main shaft rotation angle detector 32. The
information of the rotation angle of the motor 2 obtained by a
process in step S101 and the information of the rotation angle
of the motor 2 obtained by a process in step S102 are output
at the same time from the motor rotation angle detection unit
31 and main shaft rotation angle detection unit 32.

In step S103, the one-rotation signal acquisition unit 13
acquires a one-rotation signal of the main shaft 3 output from
the main shaft rotation angle detector 32.

Next, in step S104, the first temporary determination unit
16 calculates a change amount of the rotation angle of the
motor 2 acquired by the one-rotation signal acquisition unit
13 between the time when a one-rotation signal is acquired
and the time when the next one-rotation signal is acquired,
and judges whether the change amount deviates from the first
range or not. The time between when the one-rotation signal
acquisition unit 13 acquires a one-rotation signal and when it
acquires the next one-rotation signal corresponds to the time
of one rotation of the main shaft 3.

In the first temporary determination unit 16, when it is
judged that a change amount of the rotation angle of the motor
2 deviates from the first range in step S104, it is temporarily
determined that an abnormality has occurred in the power
transmission unit 4 in step S105.

In the first temporary determination unit 16, when it is
judged that a change amount of the rotation angle of the motor
2 does not deviate from the first range in step S104, it is
temporarily determined that the power transmission unit 4 is
normal in step S106.

In step S107, the second temporary determination unit 17
calculates the difference between the rotation speed of the
motor 2 and the rotation speed of the main shaft 3. After
performing acquisition processing of information of the rota-
tion angle of the motor 2 by the motor rotation angle acqui-
sition unit 11 in step S101 and acquisition processing of the
rotation angle of the main shaft 3 by the main shaft rotation
angle acquisition unit 12 in step S102 and before performing
calculation processing of the rotation speed difference in step
S107, calculation processing of the rotation speed of the
motor 2 by the motor rotation speed calculation unit 14 and
calculation processing of the rotation speed of the main shaft
3 by the main shaft speed calculation unit 15 are performed.

In step S108, the second temporary determination unit 17
judges whether the difference between the rotation speed of
the motor 2 and the rotation speed of the main shaft 3 deviates
from the second range or not.

In the second temporary determination unit 17, when it is
judged that the difference between the rotation speed of the
motor 2 and the rotation speed of the main shaft 3 deviates
from the second range in step S108, it is temporarily deter-
mined that an abnormality has occurred in the power trans-
mission unit 4 in step S109.

In the second temporary determination unit 17, when it is
judged that the difference between the rotation speed of the
motor 2 and the rotation speed of the main shaft 3 deviates
from the second range in step S108, it is temporarily deter-
mined that the power transmission unit 4 is normal in step
S110.

In step S111, the abnormality determination unit 18 judges
whether at least one of the first temporary determination unit
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16 and second temporary determination unit 17 temporarily
determines that an abnormality has occurred in the power
transmission unit 4 or not.

In the abnormality determination unit 18, when at least one
of'the first temporary determination unit 16 and second tem-
porary determination unit 17 temporarily determines that an
abnormality has occurred in the power transmission unit 4 in
step S111, it is eventually determined that an abnormality has
occurred in the power transmission unit 4.

In the abnormality determination unit 18, when any of the
first temporary determination unit 16 and second temporary
determination unit 17 temporarily determine that the power
transmission unit 4 is normal in step S111, it is eventually
determined that the power transmission unit 4 is normal in
step S113. Thereafter, returning to step S101, the above-
mentioned processes are repeatedly performed.

FIG. 3 is a principle block diagram of the motor controller
of'the first Example. In the first Example, a second temporary
determination unit 17-1 is provided with a filter 19. The filter
19 removes a noise caused by a slip in the power transmission
unit 4 between the motor 2 and the main shaft 3 from the
difference between the rotation speed of the motor 2 and the
rotation speed of the main shaft 3. Since the noise includes a
high frequency component, the filter 19 is composed of a low
pass filter. In the second temporary determination unit 17-1,
the filter is applied to data of the difference between the
rotation speed of the motor 2 and the rotation speed of the
main shaft 3, and it is judged based on the data to which the
filter is applied whether the difference deviates from the sec-
ond range or not.

In the second temporary determination unit 17-1, although
the filter is applied to the data of the difference between the
rotation speed of the motor 2 and the rotation speed of the
main shaft 3, the time constant of the filter is not so long.
Therefore, there is an advantage that an effect of a delay is
small with respect to abnormality detection of the motor 2 and
main shaft 3 when rotating at a slow speed.

On the other hand, in the first temporary determination unit
16, a change amount of the rotation angle of the motor 2
acquired by the one-rotation signal acquisition unit 13
between the time when a one-rotation signal is acquired and
the time when the next one-rotation signal is acquired is
calculated, and it is judged whether the change amount devi-
ates from the first range or not. In the first temporary deter-
mination unit 16, since such afilter as in the second temporary
determination unit 17-1 is not applied, an abnormality detec-
tion delay of the motor and main shaft when rotating at a high
speed is small. Since an interval at which a one-rotation signal
of'the main shaft 3 is acquired is a cycle, there is an advantage
that an abnormality detection can be performed speedily
without delay even when the motor 2 and main shaft 3 rotate
at a high speed.

In other words, since, when the motor 2 and main shaft 3
rotate at a low speed, the abnormality detection delay in the
second temporary determination unit 17-1 is smaller than that
in the first temporary determination unit 16, the second tem-
porary determination unit 17-1 can detect the occurrence of
anabnormality in the power transmission unit 4 earlier. Since,
when the motor 2 and main shaft 3 rotate at a high speed, the
abnormality detection delay in the first temporary determina-
tion unit 16 is smaller than that in the second temporary
determination unit 17-1, the first temporary determination
unit 16 can detect the occurrence of an abnormality in the
power transmission unit 4 earlier. Therefore, in the first
Example, an abnormality determination unit 18-1 is con-
structed taking advantages of each of the first temporary
determination unit 16 and second temporary determination
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unit 17-1 such that an abnormality detection of the power
transmission unit 4 is performed by the first temporary deter-
mination unit 16 when the motor 2 and main shaft 3 rotate at
ahigh speed and is performed by the second temporary deter-
mination unit 17-1 when the motor 2 and main shaft 3 rotate
at a low speed. In other words, in the abnormality determina-
tion unit 18-1, any one of the first temporary determination
unit 16 and second temporary determination unit 17-1 tem-
porarily determine that an abnormality has occurred in the
power transmission unit 4, it is eventually determined that an
abnormality has occurred in the power transmission unit 4. In
cases in which the abnormality determination unit 18-1 is
constructed in such a manner, when an abnormality has
occurred in the power transmission unit 4 at the time when the
motor 2 and main shaft 3 rotate at a low speed, the second
temporary determination unit 17-1 detects the occurrence of
the abnormality prior to the first temporary determination unit
16, and therefore, the abnormality determination unit 18-1
determines that an abnormality has occurred in the power
transmission unit 4; and when an abnormality has occurred in
the power transmission unit 4 at the time when the motor 2
and main shaft 3 rotate at a high speed, the second temporary
determination unit 16 detects the occurrence of the abnormal-
ity prior to the first temporary determination unit 17-1, and
therefore, the abnormality determination unit 18-1 deter-
mines that an abnormality has occurred in the power trans-
mission unit 4. As mentioned above, according to the first
Example, when a value obtained by applying a filter to the
data of the difference between the rotation speed of the motor
2 and the rotation speed of the main shaft 3 deviates from the
second range or when a change amount of the rotation angle
of'the motor 2 during one rotation of the main shaft 3 deviates
from the first range, it is determined that an abnormality has
occurred in the power transmission unit 4.

The second temporary determination unit 17-1 and abnor-
mality determination unit 18-1 may be constructed, for
example, in the form of a software program, or may be con-
structed in a combination of various electronic circuits and
software programs. For example, when the second temporary
determination unit 17-1 and abnormality determination unit
18-1 are constructed in the form of a software program, an
arithmetic processing unit in the motor controller 1 operates
in accordance with the software program to realize functions
of'the above-mentioned second temporary determination unit
17-1 and abnormality determination unit 18-1.

Since other circuit components than the above mentioned
components are similar to the circuit components illustrated
in FIG. 1, detailed description of the circuit components is
omitted by indicating the identical circuit component by the
identical sign.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating an operational flow of the
motor controller according to the first Example illustrated in
FIG. 3.

First, in step S201, the motor rotation angle acquisition unit
11 acquires information of the rotation angle of the motor 2
output from the motor rotation angle detector 31.

In step S202, the main shaft rotation angle acquisition unit
12 acquires information of the rotation angle of the main shaft
3 output from the main shaft rotation angle detector 32. The
information of the rotation angle of the motor 2 obtained by a
process in step S201 and the information of the rotation angle
of the motor 2 obtained by a process in step S202 are output
at the same time from the motor rotation angle detection unit
31 and main shaft rotation angle detection unit 32.

In step S203, the one-rotation signal acquisition unit 13
acquires a one-rotation signal of the main shaft 3 output from
the main shaft rotation angle detector 32.
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Next, in step S204, the first temporary determination unit
16 calculates a change amount of the rotation angle of the
motor 2 acquired by the one-rotation signal acquisition unit
13 between the time when a one-rotation signal is acquired
and the time when the next one-rotation signal is acquired,
and judges whether the change amount deviates from the first
range or not.

In the first temporary determination unit 16, when it is
judged that a change amount of the rotation angle of the motor
2 deviates from the first range in step S204, it is temporarily
determined that an abnormality has occurred in the power
transmission unit 4 in step S205.

In the first temporary determination unit 16, when it is
judged that a change amount of the rotation angle of the motor
2 does not deviate from the first range in step S204, it is
temporarily determined that the power transmission unit 4 is
normal in step S206.

Instep S207, the second temporary determinationunit 17-1
calculates the difference between the rotation speed of the
motor 2 and the rotation speed of the main shaft 3. After
performing acquisition processing of information of the rota-
tion angle of the motor 2 by the motor rotation angle acqui-
sition unit 11 in step S201 and acquisition processing of the
rotation angle of the main shaft 3 by the main shaft rotation
angle acquisition unit 12 in step S202 and before performing
calculation processing of the rotation speed difference in step
S207, calculation processing of the rotation speed of the
motor 2 by the motor rotation speed calculation unit 14 and
calculation processing of the rotation speed of the main shaft
3 by the main shaft speed calculation unit 15 are performed.

Instep S208, the second temporary determinationunit 17-1
applies a filter to data of the difference between the rotation
speed of the motor 2 and the rotation speed of the main shaft
3. In other words, a noise caused by a slip in the power
transmission unit 4 between the motor 2 and the main shaft 3
is removed from the difference between the rotation speed of
the motor 2 and the rotation speed of the main shaft 3 by a
filter 19 in the second temporary determination unit 17-1.

Instep S209, the second temporary determinationunit 17-1
judges whether data after the filter is applied relating to the
difference between the rotation speed of the motor 2 and the
rotation speed of the main shaft 3 deviates from the second
range or not.

In the second temporary determination unit 17-1, when it is
judged that data after the filter is applied relating to the dif-
ference between the rotation speed of the motor 2 and the
rotation speed of the main shaft 3 deviates from the second
range in step S209, it is temporarily determined that an abnor-
mality has occurred in the power transmission unit 4 in step
S210.

In the second temporary determination unit 17-1, when it is
judged that data after the filter is applied relating to the dif-
ference between the rotation speed of the motor 2 and the
rotation speed of the main shaft 3 deviates from the second
range in step S209, it is temporarily determined that the power
transmission unit 4 is normal in step S211.

In step S212, the abnormality determination unit 18-1
judges whether the first temporary determination unit 16 tem-
porarily determines that an abnormality has occurred in the
power transmission unit 4 or not.

In the abnormality determination unit 18-1, when the first
temporary determination unit 16 temporarily determines that
an abnormality has occurred in the power transmission unit 4
in step S212, it is eventually determined that an abnormality
has occurred in the power transmission unit 4 in step S214.

In the abnormality determination unit 18-1, when the first
temporary determination unit 16 temporarily determines that
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the power transmission unit 4 is normal in step S212, it is
judged whether the second temporary determination unit
17-1 temporarily determines that an abnormality has
occurred in the power transmission unit 4 in step S213 or not.

In the abnormality determination unit 18-1, when the sec-
ond temporary determination unit 17-1 temporarily deter-
mines that an abnormality has occurred in the power trans-
mission unit 4 in step S213, it is eventually determined that an
abnormality has occurred in the power transmission unit 4 in
step S214.

In the abnormality determination unit 18-1, when the sec-
ond temporary determination unit 17-1 temporarily deter-
mines that the power transmission unit 4 is normal in step
S213, it is eventually determined that the power transmission
unit 4 is normal in step S215. Thereafter, returning to step
S201, the above-mentioned processes are repeatedly per-
formed.

FIG. 5 is a principle block diagram of the motor controller
according to a second Example. In the second Example, in an
abnormality determination unit 18-2, when both the first tem-
porary determination unit 16 and second temporary determi-
nation unit 17 temporarily determine that an abnormality has
occurred in the power transmission unit 4, it is determined
that an abnormality has occurred in the power transmission
unit4. In such a case, unlike the first Example, there is no need
to provide the second temporary determination unit 17 with a
filter, and the operation thereof is as described above with
reference to FIG. 1 and FIG. 2.

Since the second temporary determination unit 17 is not
provided with a filter, it may be erroneously determined that
a momentary slip on the power transmission unit 4 is “occur-
rence of an abnormality”. On the other hand, in the first
temporary determination unit 16, since a change amount of
the rotation angle of the motor 2 acquired by the one-rotation
signal acquisition unit 13 between the time when a one-
rotation signal is acquired and the time when the next one-
rotation signal is acquired is calculated, and it is judged
whether the change amount deviates from the first range or
not, the possibility that a momentary slip in the power trans-
mission unit 4 is erroneously determined to be “occurrence of
an abnormality” is low when the first range is set to be wide to
acertain degree. Therefore, in the second Example, an abnor-
mality determination unit 18-2 is constructed taking advan-
tages of each of the first temporary determination unit 16 and
second temporary determination unit 17 such that, only when
both the first temporary determination unit 16 and second
temporary determination unit 17 temporarily determines that
an abnormality occurs in the power transmission unit 4, it is
eventually determined that an abnormality has occurred in the
power transmission unit 4. Such a construction prevents erro-
neous detection that a momentary slip in the power transmis-
sion unit 4 is “occurrence of an abnormality”.

The abnormality determination unit 18-2 may be con-
structed, for example, in the form of a software program, or
may be constructed in a combination of various electronic
circuits and software programs. For example, when the
abnormality determination unit 18-2 is constructed in the
form of a software program, an arithmetic processing unit in
the motor controller 1 operates in accordance with the soft-
ware program to realize functions of the above-mentioned
abnormality determination unit 18-2.

Since other circuit components than the above mentioned
components are similar to the circuit components illustrated
in FIG. 1, detailed description of the circuit components is
omitted by indicating the identical circuit component by the
identical sign.
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FIG. 6 is a flow chart illustrating an operational flow of the
motor controller according to the second Example illustrated
in FIG. 5.

First, in step S301, the motor rotation angle acquisition unit
11 acquires information of the rotation angle of the motor 2
output from the motor rotation angle detector 31.

In step S302, the main shaft rotation angle acquisition unit
12 acquires information of the rotation angle of the main shaft
3 output from the main shaft rotation angle detector 32. The
information of the rotation angle of the motor 2 obtained by a
process in step S301 and the information of the rotation angle
of'the motor 2 obtained by a process in step S302 are output
at the same time from the motor rotation angle detection unit
31 and main shaft rotation angle detection unit 32.

In step S303, the one-rotation signal acquisition unit 13
acquires a one-rotation signal of the main shaft 3 output from
the main shaft rotation angle detector 32.

Next, in step S304, the first temporary determination unit
16 calculates a change amount of the rotation angle of the
motor 2 acquired by the one-rotation signal acquisition unit
13 between the time when a one-rotation signal is acquired
and the time when the next one-rotation signal is acquired,
and judges whether the change amount deviates from the first
range or not.

In the first temporary determination unit 16, when it is
judged that a change amount of the rotation angle of the motor
2 deviates from the first range in step S304, it is temporarily
determined that an abnormality has occurred in the power
transmission unit 4 in step S305.

In the first temporary determination unit 16, when it is
judged that a change amount of the rotation angle of the motor
2 does not deviate from the first range in step S304, it is
temporarily determined that the power transmission unit 4 is
normal in step S306.

In step S307, the second temporary determination unit 17
calculates the difference between the rotation speed of the
motor 2 and the rotation speed of the main shaft 3. After
performing acquisition processing of information of the rota-
tion angle of the motor 2 by the motor rotation angle acqui-
sition unit 11 in step S301 and acquisition processing of the
rotation angle of the main shaft 3 by the main shaft rotation
angle acquisition unit 12 in step S302 and before performing
calculation processing of the rotation speed difference in step
S307, calculation processing of the rotation speed of the
motor 2 by the motor rotation speed calculation unit 14 and
calculation processing of the rotation speed of the main shaft
3 by the main shaft speed calculation unit 15 are performed.

In step S308, the second temporary determination unit 17
applies a filter to data of the difference between the rotation
speed of the motor 2 and the rotation speed of the main shaft
3.

In the second temporary determination unit 17, when it is
judged that the difference between the rotation speed of the
motor 2 and the rotation speed of the main shaft 3 deviates
from the second range in step S308, it is temporarily deter-
mined that an abnormality has occurred in the power trans-
mission unit 4 in step S309.

In the second temporary determination unit 17, when it is
judged that the difference between the rotation speed of the
motor 2 and the rotation speed of the main shaft 3 deviates
from the second range in step S308, it is temporarily deter-
mined that the power transmission unit 4 is normal in step
S310.

In step S311, the abnormality determination unit 18-2
judges whether the first temporary determination unit 16 tem-
porarily determines that an abnormality has occurred in the
power transmission unit 4 or not.
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In the abnormality determination unit 18-2, when the first
temporary determination unit 16 temporarily determines that
an abnormality has occurred in the power transmission unit 4
in step S311, the abnormality determination unit proceeds to
step S312.

In the abnormality determination unit 18-2, when the first
temporary determination unit 16 temporarily determines that
the power transmission unit 4 is normal in step S311, itis then
determined that the power transmission unit 4 is normal in
step S314. Thereafter, returning to step S301, the above-
mentioned processes are repeatedly performed.

In the abnormality determination unit 18-2, it is judged
whether the second temporary determination unit 17 tempo-
rarily determines that an abnormality has occurred in the
power transmission unit 4 in step S312 or not.

In the abnormality determination unit 18-2, when the sec-
ond temporary determination unit 17 temporarily determines
that an abnormality has occurred in the power transmission
unit 4 in step S312, it is then determined that an abnormality
has occurred in the power transmission unit 4 in step S313.

In the abnormality determination unit 18-2, when the sec-
ond temporary determination unit 17 temporarily determines
that the power transmission unit 4 is normal in step S312, it is
then determined that the power transmission unit 4 is normal
in step S314. Thereafter, returning to step S301, the above-
mentioned processes are repeatedly performed.

The present invention can be applied to a machine tool in
which rotation drive of a motor is controlled by a motor
controller to which a motor rotation angle detection unit and
a main shaft rotation angle detection unit is connected, and
the rotational power of the motor is transmitted to a main shaft
via a power transmission unit such as a belt or a gear, whereby
the main shaft rotates.

According to the present invention, a motor controller hav-
ing an abnormality detection function capable of stably
detecting an abnormality of a power transmission unit
between a motor and a main shaft over the whole rotation
speed area of the motor and main shaft.

According to the first Example, when a value obtained by
applying a filter to the data of the difference between the
rotation speed of a motor and the rotation speed of a main
shaft deviates from a prescribed range or when a change
amount of the rotation angle of the motor during one rotation
of'the main shaft deviates from a prescribed range, it is deter-
mined that an abnormality has occurred in the power trans-
mission unit, and therefore, an abnormality of a power trans-
mission unit between a motor and a main shaft can be detected
over the whole rotation speed area of the motor and main shaft
at an early stage.

According to the second Example, when a value obtained
by applying a filter to the data of the difference between the
rotation speed of a motor and the rotation speed of a main
shaft deviates from a prescribed range and when a change
amount of the rotation angle of the motor during one rotation
of'the main shaft deviates from a prescribed range, it is deter-
mined that an abnormality has occurred in the power trans-
mission unit, and therefore, an abnormality of a power trans-
mission unit between a motor and a main shaft can be detected
over the whole rotation speed area of the motor and main shaft
without an erroneous detection.

What is claimed is:

1. A motor controller which controls the rotation drive of a
motor in which a rotational power is transmitted to a main
shaft via a power transmission unit, comprising:

a motor rotation angle acquisition unit acquiring the rota-

tion angle of the motor;
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a main shaft rotation angle acquisition unit acquiring the
rotation angle of the main shaf;

a one-rotation signal acquisition unit acquiring a one-rota-
tion signal output every time the main shaft rotates once;

amotor rotation speed calculation unit calculating the rota-
tion speed of the motor from the acquired rotation angle
of the motor;

a main shaft speed calculation unit calculating the rotation
speed of the main shaft from the acquired rotation angle
of the main shaft;

a first temporary determination unit in which, when a
change amount of the rotation angle of the motor
acquired between the time when a one-rotation signal is
acquired and the time when the next one-rotation signal
is acquired deviates from a first range, it is temporarily
determined that an abnormality has occurred in the
power transmission unit;

a second temporary determination unit in which, when the
difference between the rotation speed of the motor and
the rotation speed of the main shaft deviates from a
second range, it is temporarily determined that an abnor-
mality has occurred in the power transmission unit; and

an abnormality determination unit in which, when at least
one of the first temporary determination unit and the
second temporary determination unit temporarily deter-
mines that an abnormality has occurred in the power
transmission unit, it is determined that an abnormality
has occurred in the power transmission unit.
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2. The motor controller according to claim 1, wherein the
second temporary determination unit comprises a filter which
removes a noise caused by a slip in the power transmission
unit between the motor and the main shaft from the difference
between the rotation speed of the motor and the rotation speed
of the main shaft, and temporarily determines that an abnor-
mality has occurred in the power transmission unit when the
difference between the rotation speed of the motor and the
rotation speed of the main shaft in which a noise is removed
by the filter deviates from the second range,

wherein, in the abnormality determination unit, when any

one of the first temporary determination unit and the
second temporary determination unit temporarily deter-
mines that an abnormality has occurred in the power
transmission unit, it is determined that an abnormality
has occurred in the power transmission unit.

3. The motor controller according to claim 1, wherein, in
the abnormality determination unit, when both the first tem-
porary determination unit and the second temporary determi-
nation unit temporarily determine that an abnormality has
occurred in the power transmission unit, it is determined that
an abnormality has occurred in the power transmission unit.

4. The motor controller according to claim 1, wherein the
first range and second range are each prescribed based on a
speed reduction ratio between the rotation speed of the motor
and the rotation speed of the main shaft and a desired allow-
able error.



